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Microphones on mute please
Videos
This session will be recorded
Feel free to type questions as we go in
the chat box
• Questions will be answered at the end
• Please keep questions general, as we
will not be able to answer case-specific
questions
• PowerPoint will be shared after the
training – sit, back and relax!

Introductions

Chloe

Anna

• Worked with
Southampton SENDIASS
for 2 years

• Worked with
Southampton SENDIASS
for 6 years

• Studying Msci in Speech
& Language Therapy

• Gymnastic coach

• Taught English in China
and Indonesia

• Visited 57 countries

What is Home to School Transport?

What is Home to School Transport?
• “Home to school travel arrangements”, in relation to an eligible child,
are travel arrangements relating to travel in both directions between
the child's home and the relevant educational establishment in
question in relation to that child.
- Section 508B (3) Education Act (1996)

Note!
Travel arrangements do not
have to be door to door, but
must be “suitable”

What is Home to School Transport
What is Home
to School Transport?
- Suitability
- Suitability
The 2014 Transport Guidance (paragraphs 35 & 35) defines suitable travel arrangements:
• they must be reasonably stress free, to enable an eligible child to arrive at school ready for a day of
study
• they must enable the child to travel in reasonable safety and comfort;
• they should not require a child to make several changes on public transport resulting in an
unreasonably long journey time;
• they should provide a maximum reasonable journey time of 45 minutes for primary school children,
and 75 minutes for secondary school children. This may be shorter for children with SEN and/or a
disability; and
• those who operate the travel arrangements such as bus drivers and escorts must be subject to
enhanced DBS (formally CRB) checks and should have undertaken disability equality training.

What is Home to School Transport?

What is Home to School Transport?
• Local authorities (“LAs”) are required to arrange free, suitable, home
to school transport for children of compulsory school age who
are ‘eligible’, to their nearest suitable qualifying school.
- Section 508B of the Education Act (1996)

Compulsory school age:
begins with the start of term
following a child’s fifth birthday and
ends on the last Friday in June in the
academic year in which they turn 16.

What is Home to School Transport
- Relevant Educational Establishment

This means either:
• A qualifying school (where the child is registered)
• The place other than a school (where a child is receiving education e.g.
PRU’s)

What is Home to School Transport
- Relevant Educational Establishment
What counts as a qualifying school?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paragraph 15 of Schedule 35B:
(2) “Qualifying school” in relation to a child means—
(a) a community, foundation or voluntary school,
(b) a community or foundation special school,
(c) a school approved under section 342 (non-maintained special schools),
(d) a pupil referral unit,
(e) a maintained nursery school, or
(f) city technology college, a city college for the technology of the arts or, an Academy school or an alternative
provision Academy.
• 3) In relation to a child with special educational needs, an independent school, other than a college or Academy falling
within sub-paragraph (2)(f), is also a “qualifying school” if—
• (a) it is the only school named in the statement maintained for the child under section 324, or
• (b) it is one of two or more schools named in that statement and of those schools it is the nearer or nearest to the
child's home.

Eligibility
1. Children who attend schools (or receive education otherwise than at
school) beyond the statutory walking distance.
These children are eligible for free school transport, provided that the
LA has made no suitable arrangements for boarding accommodation or
attendance at a nearer school.
Statutory walking distance: 2 miles for under 8’s and 3 miles for 8+

Eligibility
2. Children with SEN, disabilities or mobility problems.
Where these children live within the statutory walking distance, but
they cannot reasonably be expected to walk to their school, and no
suitable arrangements have been made by the LA to enable them to
attend a nearer school.

Eligibility
3. Children whose route to school is unsafe.
These children are also eligible for free transport to schools even though
they live within walking distance because they cannot reasonably be
expected to walk to their nearest suitable school because of the nature
of the routes they could reasonably be expected to take.

Eligibility
4. Children from low income families.
A child will qualify for potential eligibility under the 'low income' provisions if s/he is entitled
to free school lunches, or if his parents/carers receive working tax credit at the maximum
rate. In relation to children from low income families:
• Junior age children (aged 8 – 10) from low income families who live more than 2 miles
(rather than 3) from their nearest suitable school become eligible for free school
transport from the local authority.
• Secondary school age children from low income families who attend schools over 2 and
up to 6 miles from their home will be eligible for free school transport even if the school
they attend is not their nearest suitable school, providing there are not three or more
suitable schools which are nearer to their home (para. 11 Schedule 35B).
• Secondary age pupils from low income families who receive education otherwise than at
school (e.g. at a PRU or FE college) which is over 2 and up to 6 miles from their home will
also be eligible for LA school transport, whether or not there is a nearer suitable school
(para. 13 Schedule 35B).

Non-Compulsory School Age
- Under 5’s
• These children are not automatically entitled to transport
• Section 509A (EA 1996) gives local authorities discretion to make travel
arrangements for children receiving early years education other than
in a school.
• Section 508C (EA 1996) also gives LAs a discretionary power to make
such school travel arrangements as they consider necessary for the
purpose of facilitating the child's attendance at school.

Non-Compulsory School Age
- 16-19 years
• Statutory guidance: ‘Post-16 transport and travel support to education or training’
(Link to this on ‘References’ slide)

• Section 509AA (EA 1996) requires LAs to have a ‘Transport Policy Statement’
setting out home to school/college transport arrangements for particular groups
of young people
• The legislation gives LAs the discretion to determine what transport and financial
support are necessary to facilitate young people’s attendance.

Non-Compulsory School Age
- Young people:19+ years
• Section 508F (EA 1996) covers the LA’s duty in respect to adult learners.
• The LA must make “such arrangements for the provision of transport, as they consider necessary” and must
do so for two purposes:
1. to facilitate the attendance of adults receiving education at institutions—
(a) maintained or assisted by the authority and providing further or higher education (or both), or
(b) within the further education sector.
• 2. To facilitate the attendance of relevant young adults receiving education or training at institutions outside
both the further education sector and the wider higher education sector, but only in cases where the local
authority have secured for the adults in question—
• (a)the provision of education or training at the institution in question, and
• (b)the provision of boarding accommodation under section 514A.

Appealing a Transport
Decision
• You can appeal through the LA’s own internal procedures (information on this
should be published with the Transport policies)
• If your child has an EHC plan, transport issues can become relevant in a
Section I (Placement) appeal. The SEND Tribunal does not have jurisdiction to
deal with transport disputes alone, however.
• If you consider that there has been a failure to comply with the procedural
rules of an appeal or if there are any other irregularities in the way the appeal
was handled you may have a right to complain to the Local Government and
Social Care Ombudsman (“LGSCO”).
• In an extreme case it may be possible for the process by which the decision
was reached to be challenged through judicial review proceedings if the
decision was unlawful, irrational or unjust.

Transport in an EHC
Plan?
SEND Code of Practice 2015 (Paragraphs 9.214-9.217)
• Transport should be recorded in the EHC plan only in exceptional cases where
the child has particular transport needs.
• Where the LA names a residential provision at some distance from the
family’s home, the LA must provide reasonable transport or travel assistance.
The latter might be reimbursement of public transport costs, petrol costs or
provision of a travel pass.
• Transport costs may be provided as part of a Personal Budget where one is
agreed and included in the EHC plan as part of the SEP.
• The LA can ask the parent to provide some or all of the transport funding if it
finds an appropriate school nearer to the family home, but the parents
choose a setting further away.

COVID-19 Transport
Updates
• LA’s remain under statutory duty to provide free home to school transport for all eligible children of compulsory school age
• Local authorities, working with schools, places of education and transport operators as necessary, should:
• identify the risks arising from coronavirus (COVID-19)
• work through the system of controls set out in this guidance
• adopt measures in a way that addresses the identified risk, works in the local circumstances, and enables children and young people to
attend their school or place of education
• From the autumn term, local authorities will not be required to uniformly apply the social distancing guidelines for public transport, on dedicated
school or college transport. However, distancing should still be put in place within vehicles wherever possible.

•

It is important, wherever it is possible, that:
• social distancing should be maximised within vehicles
• children either sit with their ‘bubble’ on school transport, or with the same constant group of children each day
• children should clean their hands before boarding transport and again on disembarking
• additional cleaning of vehicles is put in place
• organised queuing and boarding is put in place
• through ventilation of fresh air (from outside the vehicle) is maximised, particularly through opening windows and ceiling vents

• Legislation of wearing face coverings on public transport does not apply to dedicated school transport. However, central government
recommends LA’s advise over 11s wear a face covering when travelling on dedicated school transport to secondary school or college from the
start of the autumn term (this does not apply to those who are exempt from wearing a face covering)
To read full guidance on the reopening of schools (and Transport in particular), please click the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings

COVID-19 Transport
Updates
1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell

Parents and carers must be advised that children or young people must not board home to school transport if they, or a member of their household, has symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19). Children and
young people should not routinely have their temperature taken.
2. Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual
•

Children, young people, drivers and passenger assistants must clean their hands before boarding transport and again on disembarking.

•

Drivers and passenger assistants should use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser at intervals throughout the journey, and should always do so after performing tasks such as helping a child into the vehicle or
handling a child’s belongings.

3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
Children should be encouraged to carry tissues on home to school transport. These will need to be disposed of in a covered bin. Where it is not possible to have a bin on board, schools should have a suitable
disposal process on arrival, in line with their process for disposing of face coverings.
4. Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products such as detergents and bleach
Local authorities should work with transport operators to agree the arrangements for cleaning vehicles. Frequently touched surfaces should be cleaned after each journey wherever possible, and enhanced
cleaning should take place at the end of each day.
5.

Minimising contact and mixing

Wherever possible, it is recommended that:
•

children and young people from different schools do not travel at the same time or, if they do, the children from each school should sit together as a group

•

children either sit with their ‘bubble’ on school transport, or with the same constant group of children each day

•

local authorities and transport providers work with schools to put in place arrangements for organised queuing and boarding

To read in more detail, please click the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-otherplaces-of-education-autumn-term-2020#part-b-guidance-for-dedicated-transport-to-schools-and-other-places-of-education-for-autumn-term-2020

Take Away Points
• Always refer to your LA’s local policy (this can be found on the LA
Local Offer – or in the References slide on this PowerPoint)
• Exceptional Circumstances forms can be submitted if your child does
not meet the eligibility criteria
• Post-16 – LA has a duty to publish transport policy but does not have
a duty to provide transport (social provision can fund this however)

References: Law and Guidance
Law
Statute:
Education Act 1996
•

Section 444(5) defines walking distances

•

Sections 508B and C place a duty on LAs in England to ensure suitable travel arrangements are made where necessary to facilitate a child’s attendance at school

•

Section 508B deals with the duty on LAs to arrange free travel for ‘eligible children’

•

Section 508C gives LAs discretion to make travel arrangements for all other children

•

Sections 508F, 508G, 508H and 508I and sections 509AA, 509AB, 509AC, and 509AD are the sections dealing with entitlements post 16.

•

There are also important definitions for the purposes of section 508B in Schedule 35B which contains the meaning of eligible child for the purposes of section 508B

Regulation:
Schedule 2 (14) of the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 contain the obligation upon LAs to publish transport arrangements for children and young people with SEN and
disabilities

The School Information (England) Regulations 2008 contain the obligation upon LAs to publish what travel arrangements they are making in discharge of their duties under sections 508B and
508C.

Guidance
Statutory:

Home to School Travel and Transport Guidance
Post-16 Transport and Travel Support to Education and Training
SEND Code of Practice 2015

References: Case Law
R (M) v London Borough of Hounslow and others [2013] EWHC 579
(Admin) – found that travel arrangements do not need to be door to
door (thus pick up points can be lawful).

Area Specific Resources
- Southampton

SCC Home to School Transport & Post-16 Travel Arrangements Policy
Eligibility Criteria
Mainstream School Application Form - mainstream applications are processed from 1st June for the start of the next academic year

Click below for Local Offer page

Who to contact?
Telephone: 023 8083 4519
Email: travel.coordination@southampton.gov.uk
Website

Area Specific Resources
- Portsmouth
Portsmouth Travel Assistance Policy for Children of Statutory School Age (5-16)
Post-16 Learners Statement
Home to School Transport Application
Post-16 Transport Application
Children with EHCP Guidance Document
Adult Transport Services – Post-18
Who to contact?
Telephone:
General: 023 9283 4945
Entitlement to travel support: 023 9283 4962
Travel support for children with SEN: 023 9284 1238
Queries about transport itself: 023 9284 1345
Email: Transport@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Website

Click below for Local Offer page

Area Specific Resources
- West Berkshire

Home to School Transport Policy
Post-16 Statement
Transport Application to a Mainstream West Berkshire School
Transport Application to a Mainstream non-West Berkshire School
Transport Application to a Special School or Resource Unit

Click below for Local Offer page
Who to contact?
Telephone: 01635 519777/01635 519776
Email: pupiltransport@westberks.gov.uk
Website

Thank you!

Any
questions?

